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Application to PARLIAMENT 


Made by the 


MERCHANTS of LONDON, &ec. 


HE merchants of London, finding 
the neglect of their trade, during 
the preſent war with Spain, and the 
loſſes ſuſtained from the enemy 
to increaſe every day, had a general meeting 
upon the occaſion ; where a Committee was 
appointed to confider of a proper method to 
lay their complaints before the Parliament, 
A petition was accordingly prepared by this 
Committee, and, being unanimouſly approved 
of at a ſecond general meeting, was preſented 
to the Houſe of Commons on Wedneſday the 


. A 2 20th 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great 
oth PE Britain in Parliament aſſembled: 


The My l PRTITION of the Sub- 
ſcribing Merchants and Traders of the City 
_ of London, in Behalf of themfelves,.and cle 
Trade of theſe kgngaoins : ew © 


SHEWE TH, 


* 


PL | 


HAT your Petitioners with the utmoſt 

Concern have found themielves under 
the Neceſſuy of tepreſepting to this Ho- 
nourabie Houſe, That the Navigation and 
Commerce of theſe Kingdoms have been con- 
tinually expoſed to the growing Inſolence of 
the Spamyn Privateers, from the Commence- 
ment of this juſt and neceſſary War; that 
duting its whole Progreſs and Continuance, 
notwithſtanding the repeated Applications of 
the ſuffering Merchants for Protection and 
Redrels, their Loſſes and Misfortunes- have 
confiderably encreaſed of late, to the Impo- 
veriſhing of many of his Majclty's Subjects, 
the great Detriment of Trade in general, the 
Diminution of his Majeſty's Revenue, and the 
Diſhonour of the Nation. 

That upwards of zoo Ships and Veſſels have 
been already taken, the greateſt Part of them 
in, or near the. Bricifb Channel and Soph 
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add carried into St. Sebaſtiun; and other adjiſeent 


Ports; by which Numbers of his Majeſty's 
moſt uſeful Subjects have been reduced to 


Want and Impriſonment, or: compelled by in- 


human Treatment, and defpairing of a Cartel 
for the Exchange of Priſopers, have inliſted 
in the Service of hn. „ 416 
That your Petitioners humbly apprehend, 
that moſt of theſe Misfortunes might have 
been prevented, conſidering the Weakneſs of 
our Enemy at Sea, had a few: of his Majeſty's 
Ships of War been properly ſtationed, and the 
Commanders kept ſtrictly to their Duty; a 
Neglect, which appears the more ſurpriſing, 
as there was a Precedent of an Act of Parlia- 
ment 1n 1707, expreſsly made for thoſe Pur- 
poſes, intitled An Act for the better ſecuring 
the Trade of this Kingdom by Cruizers and 
Convoys. | 

That by means of this Neglect, and the 
many valuable Prizes, the Spaniards have made, 
they have been encouraged and enabled to fir 
out ſuch Numbers of Privateers from $f, Se- 
baſtian and Bilbao, exclufive of other Ports, 
as to render the Navigation to and from theſe 
Kingdoms, every day more and more dan— 
gerous ; and that the preſent great and un- 
expected Power of the Enemy in the Medi- 
terranean gives your Petitioners reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that their Trade is become extremely 
precarious in thoſe Parts. 
That there have been various Neglects and 
Delays in the Appointment, and ſending out 
| of 
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of Conyoys, and that out of thoſe few, which 


have been granted, ſome of the Commanders 


have paid ſo little regard to the Ships under 
their Care, that.they have deſerted them at 


Sea, and left them as a Prey to the Enemy. 
That your Petitioners humbly beg Leave 


further to repreſent, that the Navigation to and 
from ſeveral of his Majeſty's Colonies has of- 
ten been much expoſed to the Enemy, and 
that many Ships have been taken in the Ame- 
rican Seas by their Privateers ; principally 


owing, as your Petitioners hambly preſume, 
to a want of a ſufficient Number of Ships, or of 
proper Care in ſome of his Majeſty's Com- 
manders ſtationed in thoſe Parts. 

That many Ships have been brought into 
danger by the arbitrary impreſſing of their 
ableſt Hands out of the homeward bound 
Ships, before they had made the Land, or ar- 
rived to a place of ſafety, and out of the out- 
ward bound Ships in the Proſecution of their 
Voyages. | 

That your Petitioners humbly beg leave 'to 
aſſure this Honourable Houſe, that they do 
not complain of ſuch Captures, as are the un- 
avoidable Conſequence of a War, but of ſuch 


only, as have been occaſioned by a want of 


due care for the protection of Trade, which 
has during the whole War laboured under an 


apparent Neglect and Diſregard; nor ſhall I 
they ever be induced, either by their paſt Mif- 3 


fortunes, or future Apprehenſions, ſo far to 
forget their Duty to his Majeſty, and the Le- 
4. | | giſlature, 
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giſlature, as once to repine or murmur at the 
preſent War with Spain, which. his Majeſty, 
and theſe Kingdoms, are ſo neceſſarily engaged 
in, and upon the vigorous Proſecution of 
which the Intereſt of the Britiſh Trade, and 
the Freedom of Navigation ſo evidently de- 


pend. 


Tour Petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray, 
that this Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed 
to take the Premiſſes into their Conſi- 
deration, that ſuch Proviſion may be 
made for the future Protection of the 
Trade and Navigation of theſe King- 
doms, as this Honourable Houſe, in its 
great Wiſdom, ſhall think fit, and that 
your Petitioners may be heard by them- 
ſelves, or Council thereupon. 


And your Petitioners, as in Duty 


bound, ſhall ever pray, &c. 


* The merchants being appointed to be heard 

before a committee of the whole Houſe, on 
the 27th of January, the ſubject matter of 
the petition was then open'd after the fol- 
lowing manner by Mr. GLovER, one of 
the petitioning merchants. 


1 Appear, Sir, in the behalf, and by the ap- 
pointment of the merchants of London, 
and am one of their body; who have preſent- 
ed to this honourable houſe an humble peti- 
tion, complaining of many and heavy loſſes 

| | ſuſtained 


„ 4 2 —_ 


33 
- 


<< 
- => * — A „ * 
. 


| 181 

ſuſta ind by the trade of theſe kingdoms from 
the privateers of Spain, occaſton'd by various 
neglects and miſconduct, as ſet forth in the 


ſeveral allegations of the petition, in ſupport 


of which their evidence is now ready for an 
examination before this committee; 
But firſt, Sir, I am commiſſion'd by the 
merchants to give you an humble and fincere 
aſſurance, that they do not this day appear at 
your bar, moved by a ſpirit of general diſcon- 
tent, or prompted by the intemperate zeal of 
faction; it was not, Sir, a willingneſs to com- 
plain, a propenſity to cenſure and cavil, which 
have been the motives to your petitioners for 
this their ſolemn appeal to parliament for re- 
lief; nor have they been deluded by a raſh 
inconſiderate levity to prefer indiſeriminate 
and frivolous complaints of their loſſes, with- 
out allowing for that degree of inſecurity, 
which muſt be the. fate of trade, during a ſtate 
of hoſtility between nation and nation. Two 
years, and upwards have they already with 
Patience acquieſced under a neglect, and indif- 


ference to their ſufferings, frequently the only 


effects of their juſt applications to thoſe, from 
whom they had reaſon to hope for counte- 
nance and redreſs. * 4 

The true foundation of your petitioners com- 
plaint, from whence I aow-begin, to which all 
our evidence will tend, and where I ſhall recur 
ro conclude at laſt, reſts upon one ſingle point: 
'The metchants apprehend, that they have been 
excluded from that ſhare of protection, to 
Li Fon . Which 
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which they are entitled as members of the 
community; that they have been deprived of 
that care, which is due from the public and 
its officers to every individual, more eſpecially 
in times of war and danger, for the ſecurity of 
their property, and the defence of their per- 
ſons: this is the ground of your petitioners 
complaint; and it is this, which hath brought 
to your bar the united repreſer tations from 


the merchants of London, Briſtol, Leverpool, 


Glaſcow, and other the principal places of 
trade in Great Britain; a body always conſi- 


derable, ever accuſtomed to the favour and 
3 condeſcending regard of this great aſſembly, 


but at this time, a peculiar object of your in- 


2 dulgence and attention, as they appear before 
vou diftinguiſh'd by uncommon hardſhips, 


loaded with grievances, and ſuppliants for your 
protection. 
Sir, I ſhall now proceed to explain the na- 


ture and order of the evidence, which we ſhall 
produce in ſupport of the ſeveral facts alledg'd 
in the petition, 


The particulars contain'd in the preamble 


are founded on the proof of the ſubſequent 
facts alledg'd; and as the various applications 


of the ſuffering merchants for protection and 


'F redreſs are interwoven with every other part 


of the petition, I ſhall not call any evidence to 


& that head ſeparately, that I may avoid, as much 


a2 poſſible, giving the committee the trouble 


of examining any perſon more than once. 


B That 
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That part of the petition, which ſets forth © 
the number of ſhips and veſſels taken by the 
enemy, principally in or near the Britiſh chan- 


nel and ſoundings, and carried into the moſt 
neighbouring ports of Spain, we ſhall make 
good by the evidence of maſters of ſhips and 
paſſengers ſo taken, by letters from priſoners, 
and laſtly, by the officers of aſſurance in this 
city, who themſelves have collected the ſeveral 
captures made by the Spaniards during this 
war. We ſhall make uſe of the ſame maſters 
of ſhips, paſſengers, and priſoners letters to 
prove the encouragement, the enemy has re- 
ceived from our remiſſneſs, the number of pri- 
vateers belonging to St. Sebaſtian and Bilbao, 
the inhuman treatment of our captives in 


Spain, and what numbers have come to the 


knowledge of our witneſles of Engliſh, who 
have enliſted in the Spaniſh ſervice by ſea and 
land, compelled by ill uſage, and deſpairing of 
a cartel tor the exchange of priſoners. 'The ſame 
evidence will ſerve to ſhew, that the Spaniards 
themſelves have been conſtantly defirous of a 
cartel, that the intendant of the marine at St. 
Sebaſtian was always veſted with a power to 
diſcharge our priſoners, and by other particular 
evidence we will ſet forth, what ſteps have 
been taken by private perſons here naturally 
tending to a general exchange of Priſoners, 


what has been their ſucceſs, and what en- 


couragement has been given to theſe their uſe- 
tul endeavours, 


Upon 
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Upon that part of the petition, which re- 


2 lates to the proper ſtationing of cruiſers, I ſhall 
beg leave to refer the honourable members of 


the committee to the conſideration of a map 


> deliverd at your door, I ſhall then humbly 
deſire, that ſome clauſes may be read of an 
act of parliament paſs d in 170%, entitled An 
ad for the better ſecuring the trade of theſe 
” kingdoms by crutzers and convoys ; and we ſhall 


conclude on this head with a few obſervations 
on a liſt of cruizers, and other papers laid by 
the proper officers before this honourable 
houſe. | 
The delays and neglects in the appointing, 
and ſending out convoys, and of the com- 
manders employ'd in that ſervice will be made 


good by ſeveral conſiderable merchants in this 


city. 


We ſhall likewiſe produce the moſt emi- 
nent traders to Virginia and Carolina to ſup- 
port that part of our petition, which mentions 
the neglect of trade in thoſe parts. 

And by the evidence of other merchants, 
maſters of ſhips, authentic letters, declarations 
and proteſts we ſhall produce ſuch inſtances 
of arbitrary impreſſing, as ſhall appear to be 


the moſt unprecedented deviations from the 
methods practiſed in all times, accompanied 


with the moſt open defiance, and uncommon 
violation of the law. 

As to that part of the petition, which ex- 
preſſes the raerchants ſenſe of the preſent war, 
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Several imme v were then called, and vari- 
ous letters and papers read in ſupport of the 
allegations in the petition. After lan hearing 
of fix days at different times the whole 
evidence was ſum'd up by the ſame Gen- 


tleman, who had open'd, in the r 
manner 


«a of 
'S1R, 

7 H E examination of the evidence i IS. now 
completed, which hath been produced 

in wpport of the petition preſented to this 
Honourable Houſe by the merchants of Lon- 
don, followed by the principal places of trade 
in Great Britain, and patronized by the Lord 


Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of this 


great metropolis. 

Sir, We have been treated with an indul- 
gence, and heard with an attention equal to 
the importance of our cauſe ; and nothing now 
remains but to entreat your further favour, 
while the evidence is collected together, the 
obſeryations made, which the ſubject ſhall na- 
turally ſuggeſt, and our firſt propotition evin- 


ced, That the merchants of Great Britain have 


been excluded from that ſhare of protection, 
to which they are entitled as members of the 
community, and deprived of that care, which 
4s duc from the publick and its officers to every 

individual, 
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individual, more eſpecially in times of. war and 
danger, for the ſecurity of their property, and 


the defence of their perſons ; to which by the 
expreſs command of the merchants I am re- 
quired to: ſubjoin, that they cannot apprehend 
the ill treatment of them, and the Britith trade 
to have been the effect of mere inattention or 
accident, but of one uniform and continued 


deſign. | 
As many gentlemen within the bar have 


made obſervations throughout the whole courſe 
of our evidence, I ſhall have the leſs occaſion 


to be minute and circumſtantial, Upon that 


head of the petition, which relates to the num- 
ber of captures, it will be ſufficient ta remind 
you, that one allegation, which ſets forth the 
greater part of three hundred ſhips to have been 


carried into the molt adjacent ports of Spain, 


was made good by Capt. Robert White; 
who declared, that one hundred and ſevent 


three veſſels had been brought into St. Seba- 
ſtian and Port Paſſage during the eighteen 
months of his captivity in Spain. Capt. Belt 


was the twenty fourth prize taken by the Biſ- 


caya privateer, Capt. Douglas was the fiftieth 


brought to St. Sebaſtian at the time, he was 
carried in. We were particularly obliged to the 
gentlemen of the Royal Exchange Aſſurance, 
Who ordered their ſecretary to attend ſeveral 


B days, and who proved four and forty captures: 


I wiſh the ſame could be faid of the London 
Aſſurance, who upon the application of the 
merchants refuſed to give them the leaſt aſ- 


I ſiſtance. 


of prizes made by the privateers of two towns 


(14) 
ſiſtance. Mr, Gay and Mr. Child, who kgep 


private offices of aſſurance, in effect prove the 
whole liſt of three hundred and thirty ſeven 
veſſels who being by their profeſſion com- 
pletely qualified to judge, affirmed the liſt to 
be correct, and agreeable to the beſt intelligence: 


That one of them had paid at his fingle office 


twenty two thouſand pounds for loſſes ſuſtain- 
ed by the Spaniards, and the other near twelve 


thouſand ; and that beſides the two publick 


offices of aſſurance there were near forty pri- 


vate ones in this city. And to this I muſt add, 


we produced no one maſter of ſhips, or let- 


ter from priſoners, that did not prove many 
more captures beſides their own. I will beg 


leave to obſerve, that the number of captures is 


conſiderably augmented towards the latter part 
of the liſt, the greater half having been made 
between the months of March or April, and 
November or December, 1741. 


It is reaſonable to expect, that the liſt of 0 


eleven hundred and forty ſix ſail taken by the 
French in the late war with that nation du- 
ring the courſe of ſome years, and delivered in 
by the merchants in 170%, will be brought in- 
to compariſon with ours; in which caſe, I 
hope the juſt deductions will be made, that no 
loſſes ſpecified in that liſt may be compared 
with ours, but what are of a ſimilar nature: 
Ours are inſtances of captures by ſingle priva- 
teers; and the greater half, which was taken 
between the Months I juſt mentioned, conſiſts 
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| in the province of Biſcay. From the liſt of 


1707 muſt be deducted thoſe multitudes of 
merchantmen ſwept away at once together 


L with their convoys by whole ſquadrons of 
o French men of war, or which were taken by 
* fleets of privateers, or by privateers in con- 


| junction with, and under the protection of 


their men of war. A difference ſhould like- 
” wiſe be made between a war on the Britiſh 


trade by the united power of France and 
Spain, and the preſent, which in effect has 
been carried on by the two towns of St. Se- 
baſtian and Bilbao. It ſhould further be con- 
fidered, that the commerce of Great Britain 
throughout the face of the ocean was an ob- 
ject of prey to the French, whereas the preſent 
enemy is excluded by his ſituation from 
moleſting in the leaſt degree all our navigation 
to Flanders, Holland, Germany, Poland, 
Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Ruſha, and the 
reſt of the Baltic; not to ſpeak of our fiſheries, 
and that immenſe nurſe of ſeamen, the coaſt- 
ing trade from London to Newcaſtle, and up 
to Scotland, which was liable to perpetual in- 
terruptions in the late War: And be it re- 
member'd, that at that time we were engaged 
with an enemy, who contended for the do- 
minion of the ſea againſt the combin'd forces 
of England and Holland. After theſe con- 
ſiderations, theſe juſt deductions and allow. 
2 ances let the compariſon be made, and it 
muſt appear to every impartial judge, that the 
3 neglect of trade in the preſent War far ſur- 
1 | paſſes 


1 


. 
# "a% 


4 8 
2 My * 
8 | I % ww 
3 ry I 


{| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


(16) 
paſſes the ſame miſconduct, which was the 
ſubject of complaint in the laſt. 

This may be further enforced by another 
argument drawn from a fact aflerted by many 
of our evidence, and indiſputably true; the al- 
teration of conduct in the city of Bilbao, 
which never before this war was known to 
cruize upon the Engliſh trade. This ſingular 
moderation you have heard imputed to an high 
point of honour in the traders of that city, or 
perhaps it might be owing to a tenderneſs for 
old correſpondents, with whom they had once 
been connected by the ties of reciprocal in- 
tereſt, and by a long intercourſe improved 
with time and alternate good offices into real | | 
affection and friendſhip : but whatever be the 
cauſe, the fact is inconteſtable, that the peo- 
ple of Bilbao conſtantly abſtain'd from violence 
againſt the Engliſh, and never confider'd their 
trade as an object of ſpoil before this war. T0 


whap new cauſe then, Sir, muſt be aſcribed * 
G preſent change? Whence does it pro-; 
ed, that their breaking ſo old a cuſtom, and 


ſuppreſſing their ancient benevolence to the 
Engliſh ſhould have been reſerved for the pe- 
culiar diſgrace of theſe times? Sir, it is owing 
to the preſent unparallel'd neglect of the Eng- 
liſh trade, a neglect, which the merchants of 
Bilbao perceived to be ſo much greater than 
in all preceeding wars, as render'd the allure- 
ments of gain too powerful for friendſhip, or 
the moſt romantic honour to withſtand any 
longer; they ſaw the Britiſh ſeas open to the 
. 5 inſults 
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inſalts of St. Sebaſtian, and that the wealth of 
England was every day ſuffer'd to be convey'd 
into that inconſiderable place ; they ſaw the 
immenſe advantage to be equally within their 
reach, and yielded to the irreſiſtible tempta- 
tion of ſharing with their neighbours in the 
eaſy ſpoils of the unprotected Engliſh, It is 
therefore to our own miſmanagement, that we 
may juſtly impute every loſs ſuſtain'd from the 
privateers of Bilbao, which hath now join'd its 


forces with thoſe of St. Sebaſtian, and together 


with that place, encourag'd by our remiſſneſs 
and ſtrengthen'd by our ſpoils, makes up the 


formidable number of privateers, which the 
maſters of ſhips themſelves ſometime priſo- 


ners in Spain have made appear at your bar. 
Another inſtance of negligence, it it merit 
ſo gentle an appellation, I have next to pro- 
duce, not by way of compariſon, for there 
is ſcarce an example to match it in any ci- 
vilized nation; a wild and unpoliſh'd people, 
ſtrangers to government and the Jaws of hu- 
manity might have been guilty of ſuch a con- 
duct, and ſtood excuſed from their ignorance 
and barbariſm : as little, Sir, as this character 
may relate to us, we have been guilty of a 
neglect ſo unprecedented, ſo repugnant to the 
practice of nations, as nothing can probably 
account for, but an inflexible reſolution to 
bring upon trade every imaginable difficulty 


from every quarter : I mean, Sir, that when 
the enemy had taken ſuch effectual meaſures, 


as anſwer'd the eſſential purpoſes of a cartel, 
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when they had demonſtrated this their good 
inclination by the moſt ſubſtantial proofs, 
there prevail'd notwithſtanding in England 
ſuch a ſpirit of inhumanity, as ſuffer'd thoſe 
numbers of our countrymen- made priſoners 
by the chance of war to lie expoſed to want 
and miſery, to infolence and cruelty in the 
dungeons of Spain, Nay by refuſing to make 
good the moſt reaſonable engagements, though 
approved and confirm'd by the ſupreme 
powers in the kingdom, ſuch was this impla- 
cable ſpirit, that it laid even thoſe, who taken 
in the merchant's ſervice, had obtain'd their 
freedom, under the cruel neceſſity of ſurren- 
dring themſelves up to the enemy again, of 
leaving their families and their country, and 
of making the hard exchange of freedom for 
Captivity a ſecond time: by which means the 
good intentions of the enemy, fo beneficial to 
both kingdoms, were entirely defeated, merely 
that a new diſtreſs might be inflicted on trade, 
though purchaſed with .the lives and liberties 
of our beſt ſubjects. Sir, it appears by our 
evidence, that the Spaniards had made ſo wiſe 
a diſpoſition to facilitate an exchange of pri- 
ſoners, as nothing remain'd for us but to fol- 
low their example, which muſt in the end 
have produc'd a cartel in form, if after all it 
had been neceflary; that every other ſtep, 
which was taken under the appearance of ſet- 
tling a cartel by the aid and interpoſition of 
France, was wandring wide from the mark di- 
realy in view, was a vain Conſumption of 

time; 
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time, a delay, which could proceed from 
no other motives but either a total inatten- 
tion, or an expreſs deſign of promoting in e- 
very ſhape that known, that original, that 
favourite plan of making the merchants un- 
ealy with the war. 

That there was always a great officer in 
Biſcay, little leſs than viceroy in the province, 
nephew to Don Sebaſtian de la Quadra, and 
ſtyl'd the Intendant of the Marine; that this 
officer was conſtantly veſted with a plenary 

ower to diſcharge the Engliſh from captivity 
without any immediate intercourſe with Ma- 
drid ; and that he exercis'd this authority with- 
out controul or reprimand, even while the 
council of war and court of admiralty were 
differing about the form of a cartel at Madrid, 
are facts, which the ſeveral maſters of ſhips, 
ſometime priſoners in Spain, have- eſlablith'd: 
at your bar, 15 

That far the greater part of the Engliſh pri- 
ſoners were under the juriſdiction, and at the 
diſpoſal of this officer, and muſt have been fo 
of neceſſity during the whole war, is a fact, 
which will appear undeniable upon the leaſt 
reflection. Moſt of the Engliſh were taken 


in merchantmen near, or in the channel and 


ſoundings, and carried into Port Paſſage, St. 
: Sebaſtian, or Bilbao, and conſequently muſt 
have come under the command of this inten- 
dant of the marine in that province; and by 


the memorial preſented by David Crokat to 


the Lords Juſtices, that diſtegarded memorial 
G4 | ſign'd 


(20) 

ſign'd by ſeveral land- officers, among others, 
who had been brought from St. Auguſtin, and 
by the evidence of Crokat himſelf, who came 
with other priſoners from the Havannah, it 
appears, that St. Sebaſtian is a general rendez- 
vous, whither the Engliſh are convey'd from 
the moſt diſtant parts of the world: conſe- 
quently that far the greateſt number of our 
priſoners muſt of neceſſity have been under 
the juriſdiction of this officer, I hope will be 
admitted as another eſtabliſh'd fact. 

That he ſhew'd the utmoſt willingneſs to 
promote an exchange of priſoners, that he 
made uſe of his power to diſmiſs them with 
readineſs and alacrity, I appeal to all our evi- 
dence in general, who ſpoke to the cartel; 
and firſt to Mr. Bell, the commiſſioner of the 
ſick and wounded, whom you heard declare, 
that at the commencement of the war our 
people were treated with humanity by the 
Spaniards, were {et at liberty in conſiderable 
numbers, and even receiv'd money to bear the 
charge of their journey through that country ; 
I appeal, Sir, to the ſeveral captains ſo often 
reterred to already, who all agreed in various 
inſtances of Engliſh captives diſcharg'd by the 
intendant, ſome on their bare obligation to 
procure the diſmiſſion of an equal number of 
Spaniards from England, or to ſurrender them- 
ſelves again priſoners of war; others, to the 
number of thirty- ſeven at one time, upon three 
more, Forbes, Phillips, and Warner, becoming 
pledges for the releaſe of even a leſs * 
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(21) 
of Spaniards, who were made priſoners on 
board the Stamboline, when that ſhip was re- 
taken; and that the intendant at length de- 
ſiſted from exerting his authority in favour of 
the Engliſh merely from the delays and breach 
of faith on our fide. 

Thus, Sir, it is evident, that the effe&, the 
ſubſtance of a cartel perpetually reſided in this 
officer at St, Sebaſtian, though the form might 
be matter of controverſy at Madrid ; and no- 
thing remain'd for us but to follow his example, 
to diſmiſs the Spaniards as faſt as their inten- 
dant diſcharg'd the Engliſh ; a very obvious 
method, and even recommended, at leaſt 
{ſtrongly implied by the addreſs of this Houſe 
to his Majeſty Feb. the gth, 1740. upon the 
ſubject of a cartel. And had we, Sir, releas'd 
the Spaniards without delay, and with as little 
heſitation, as they diſcharg'd the Engliſh, not 
only the priſoners in Biſcay, who, I hope, 
have been demonſtrated to be far the greater 
part of the whole number taken in this war, 
would have procur'd their liberty ; but, as St. 
Sebaſtian would naturally have been conſider'd 
in Spain as the channel for an exchange of 
priſoners, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that pri- 
ſoners in other provinces would have been con- 
duced thither, which would have coſt the 
Spaniards no more trouble, than, when irri- 
tated with our breach of faith, they cauſed. 
the Engliſh to march from thence to remoter 


places. | 
Thus, 
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Thus, Sir, it appears, that the effect of a 
cartel was always within our reach at St. Se- 
baſtian ; an obvious method, which at leaſt 
might have been put in practice, till a cartel 
were eſtabliſhed in form, and it is more than 
probable, that the form, if found to be neceſ- 
ſary at all, would have naturally follow'd the 
ſubſtance in conſequence of ſo: conſtant an 
intercourſe with the Spaniards in exchanging 
priſoners directly with the intendant, by which 
means the trouble might have been ſpar'd of 
going round by the way of Paris to procure the 
cartel from Madrid; a delay confiderably ex- 
ceeding two years already, and attended in the 
mean time with the loſs of thouſands of his 
Majeſty's moſt uſeful Subjects. 

Having now. ſet forth the meaſures taken by 
the enen:y ior an exchange of priſoners, it will 
not be improper to ſhew, what returns were 
made from England; the whole amount of 
which has been trifling and delay, diſcou- 
raging, diſappointing, and provoking the ene- 
my, checking and diſcountenancing the good 
offices of private perſons, who had actually 
tormed a correſpondence to promote the ex- 
change of priſoners with a very conſiderable 
perſon at St. Sebaſtian, father-in-law to this 
very intendant, and one of whole letters in- 
timating the warmeſt zeal to forward fo good 
a work, was read by Mr. John da Coſta the 
firſt day he appcar'd at your bar. 
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The firſt inſtance of tardineſs on the ſide of 
England was deferring to ſend away the 
© Spaniards taken on board the Stamboline, till 
> the end of January, as you were inform'd 
| by Mr. Bell himſelf; whereas the thirty- 
ſcven Engliſh were diſmifſed from St. Seba- 
ſtian in the month of April preceding, a de- 
| lay on our part of near ten months, 

The next inftance is equally flagrant; you 
. heard from Mr. Maurice Barrow, agent for 
Capt. Maxey, ſet at liberty with two more 
from St. Sebaſtian in April, how many months 
he was ſoliciting the admiralty and ſecretary's- 
office in vain, to procure the releaſe of an equal 
number of Spaniards; that on hinting his fears 

do the ſecretary's-office of being ſummon'd to 
' 7 the bar of this houſe upon the affair, he at laſt 
+ obtain'd, what had coſt him eight months 
: fruitleſs ſolicitation before, an order for their 
\ Ciſcharge, which was tranſmitted to him on 
the very day, the merchants petition was pre- 
{ſented to this houſe : a demonſtration, that there 
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| was always a power to diſcharge them, and that 
the inclination only was wanting. 

* T ſhall trouble you, Sir, but with one in- 
: = ſtance more, the moſt extraordinary in this 
: whole proceeding. Auſtin and Carter, two 
a captains of merchant-men, were ſet at liberty 
| by the intendant of the marine at St. Sebaſtian, 
5 Who requir'd in return, two brothers nam'd 


Scarza, captain and lieutenant of a Spaniſh pri- 
voateer. It muſt be left with the committee to 
determine, whether this demand was unreato- 


nable 
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624) 
nable in the intendant, and whether two cap- 
tains of Engliſh merchant- men are not an equi- 
valent for two Spaniſh fiſhermen, who had 
taken courage from our neglects to aſſume the 
title of captain and lieutenant, and had been 
enabled by our plunder to ſtep from a fiſhing- 
bark into a privateer. Mr, Da Coſta undertook 
to ſolicit the releaſe of theſe two Spaniards, 
and finding ſome perſons of very great influ- 
ence to be in the country at that time, was 
forced to trouble the Lords Juſtices with his 
application, who were no ſooner appriſed of the 
whole tranſaction, but with the utmoſt readi- 
neſs and diſpatch, they commanded the lords of 
the admiralty to iſſue out an order for the releaſe 
of theſe two Scarzas to the commiſſioners of 
fick and wounded. Mr. Da Coſta being in- 
form'd of this proceeding immediately ſent 
advice of the order for enlarging the two 
Scarzas to his correſpondent at St.Sebaſtian, who 
was no leſs than father-in-law to the intendant. 
Not many days after he receives a viſit from 
our commiſſary of the Spaniſh priſoners at 
Portſmouth, that is, Sir, from the perſon, 
whoſe place depends on detaining them in 
England. He makes a propoſal to Da Colta, 
to adultcrate the order from the admiralty, and 
inſtead of one of the Scarzas to inſert another 
perſon ; this Mr. Da Coſta refuſed, and in a 
few hours after was informed, that the order 
was countermanded. Under the utmoſt ſur- 
prize at the news he haſtens to the admiralty, 
the ſecretary's- office, and the regency, and 
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4 all other ground of his repreſentation reſted 
on a meer ſpeculative, political point, whether 
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could not learn, that any one of thoſe offices 


knew of this countermanding order. Soon 
after he receives a ſecond viſit from the com- 
miſſary, who renews his former propoſal, and 
ſtrengthens it with an offer of fifty pounds, 


this was likewiſe rejected; and Mr. Da Coſta 


declared at your bar, that had he conſented to 
ſo irregular a proceeding as altering the admi- 


" ralty's order, and accepted of this bribe, he 


verily believ'd, the uſe intended to be made of 
both was to have diſcredited him ſo far 


both here and in Spain, as to render ineffectual 


any further attempts, he might make to facili- 


tate the exchange of priſoners. 


To unravel the ſecrets of this myſterious 


2 tranſaction, and diſcover by whoſe authority 
the order for releaſing the two Scarzas was 
2 countermanded, Mr. Bell, commiſſioner of the 


> ſick and wounded, was ſummon'd to your bar; 
2 who took the whole upon himſelf, aſſerting, 
that when he received the order for their diſ- 
charge, he immediately repreſented againſt 
them, as being daring privateers, which he 
grounded particularly on the defence the 
made with great guns and ſmall arms, as he 


bad been informed by the commander of the 
Rupert, who took them; but this he abſolutely 


recanted the ſecond time he appeared at your 
bar, being aſked when he laſt ſaw the com- 


mander of the Rupert. 


This particular therefore being remov'd, 
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in general it 1s proper to exchange the officers 
of privateers for captains of merchant-men. 
And can it be ſuppoſed, that the Jords juſtices, 
and the lords of the admiralty, could want the 
aſſiſtance and advice of Mr. Bell to judge pro- 
perly of ſuch a point as this ? Had this been the 
real objection, it muſt be preſumed, that it 
would have occurr'd to them, before they cauſed 
the order to be iſſued out. Another material 
circumitance muſt not be omitted; though 
Mr. Bell aſſerts, that he repreſented againſt 
theſe two Spaniards, as ſoon as he received the 
order for their releaſe, he acknowledges at the 
ſame time, that he immediately ſent for Mr. 
Da Coſta, who came with Auſtin and Carter, 
told him, they were the two captains releaſed 
againſt the two Scarzas, and with great diffi- 
culty diſſuaded Mr. Bell from ſending the order 
down to Portſmouth by that night's poſt ; 
and that Day was prov'd on all ſides by Mr. 
Bell, Mr. Magnus the Merchant, Mr. Da Coſta, 
Captain Auſtin, and Carter to be Friday the 
eighteenth of September. Sir, I am not going 
to take up your time with dates, and exhauſt 
your patience once more; there is but one, 
which I muſt beg leave to inſiſt on. The 
three laſt mentioned perſons, Da Coſta, Auſtin 
and Carter poſitively affirmed, that on the 
Thurſday following, that is, the twenty fourth 
of September, they were again at Mr. Bell's 
oftice, who told them, the order was then 
actually gone down; which was confirmed by 
a letter from a perſon at Portſmouth, who 

: had 
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had been wrote to by that very Friday's poſt 
to provide a veſſel to convey the priſoners from 
thence, and whoſe letter dated the 25th was. 
produced at your bar, mentioning the order 
to be come down for the releaſe of the two 
Scarzas by name: and notwithſtanding this, 
the ſecond order countermanding their diſ- 
charge is dated, or antedated, Sir, as of the 
very eighteenth, the Friday, when Mr. Bell 
was ſo preſſing to ſend down the firſt by that 
night's poſt for their immediate diſcharge, 
Upon the whole, Sir, it is ſcarce poſſible, that 
the date of the countermanding order can be 
genuine; and let me humbly deſire you, Sir, 
to recollect, who were the perſons particularly 
mention'd at your bar to have been out of 
town, when the firſt order of releaſe was ſo 
eaſily obtain'd, and who was ſaid to be re- 
turned from the country, before that order 
was really countermanded. Upon the whole, 
Sir, it is ſubmitted to you, whether there is 
? not ſomething extremely dark and myſterious 
| 


contained in this tranſaction : Sir, is it poſſible 
to imagine, that a perſon in Mr. Bells ſitua- 
tion from any motives of his own, or on a 
meer ſpeculative, political point, whether it is 
fit to exchange officers of privateers for cap- 
tains of merchant- ſhips, would have taken upon 
himſelf to repreſent againſt an order of the 
admiralty iſſued out with the ſolemnity of a 
command from the ſupreme powers in the 
kingdom ? Sir, he undoubtedly acted by di- 
rection, a direction which could proceed from 
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that quarter only, where it is notorious, that 
favourite plan took birth of making the mer- 
chants by every means poſſible weary of the 
war; and this will appear the more evident, 
as we are now come to that part of the argu- 
ment, which will evince what real diſtreſs 
muſt fall upon trade from the ſingle circum- 
ſtance of embaraſſing the exchange of priſoners. 

It has already been obſerved, that moſt of 
our captives in Spain are ſailors taken in the 


merchants ſervice. It is the ſailor, who is 


the life of trade; without him the ſkill of the 
merchant, the beauty and cheapneſs of the 


manufacture, and the quantity of ſhipping are 
uſeleſs and vain, In the beſt- conducted war 


a ſcarcity of ſeamen is unavoidable ; therefore 


the keeping our maſters of ſhips, and ſuch 
numbers of mariners in the enemy's power 
during this inevitable ſcarcity of hands, was 
throwing a new difficulty on trade, perhaps 
with all its conſequences the greateſt poſſible, 
and at once accounts for ſo unuſual a procee- 
dure : for while his Majeſty employs ſo many 
hands for the neceſſities of the government, ſo 
far as this ſcheme of keeping the remainder 
in the enemies power can be extended, trade 
in proportion muſt be put to a ſtand. Let 
gentlemen compute, how many ſeamen will 
be requiſite to navigate three hundred and 
thirty ſeven veſſels ; they will amount to ſeve- 
ral thouſands ; the greateſt part of which are 
in all probability dead with hardſhip, or en- 
liſted in the Spaniſh ſervice, and perhaps for 
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ever loſt to this kingdom; a loſs more fatal 
more national, than, the value of all thoſe 
ſhips and cargoes, which have ſounded ſo high 
in our complaints. Theſe loſſes, merely as 
ſuch, though ſome merchants may have been 
undone yet independent of a national con- 
{ideration are the leaſt part of our complaints, 
which merits your attention. Nay the Britiſh 
Senate had condeſcended beneath its dignity 
in devoting fix days of its tune to the bare 
misfortunes or even ruin of a few individuals. 
A merchant ſinking in the great current of 
trade occaſions no more alteration to the 
whole, than the dropping of a pebble through 
a deep ſtream ; while it is paſſing to the bot- 
tom, it diſunites for a moment, and diſ- 
orders a few particles of the whole mals, 
which inſtantaneouſly recovers its former ſtate, 
and proceeds on its courſe to all appearance 
uninterrupted and unchanged as before, The 
loſs of ſhips and their ladings, however va- 
luable, are eaſily repair'd : theſe are the mate- 


rials of trade, and in a great commercial na- 


tion are always in readineſs; the manufac- 
turer ſoon furniſhes new cargoes, and freſh 
veſſels are as quickly provided to receive them. 
But the loſs of the ſeaman is not ſo imme- 
diately repair'd ; that gallant and uſeful ſub- 
ject is not render'd the ſupport of trade, the 
bulwark of his country, and the terror of her 
enemies, but by length of time and expe- 
rience. Let gentlemen once more compute 
how many thouſands of priſoners muſt have 

been, 
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| (30) 
been taken by the enemy during this war 
to this let them add the melancholy conſi- 
deration, that theſe are Britiſh ſailors, and 
the greateſt part of them for want of a cartel, 
either through neglect or deſign, for ever loſt 
to this country, How hard is the merchant's 
lot! it is he, and his ſervice, which forms the 
ſea-man ; it is he, who furniſhes him to the 
public; fifty thouſand and upwards of theſe 
brave, theſe uſeful men, has the trade ſupplied 
during this war, Sir, I will readily allow, that 
there are many objects of greater concern to the 
ſtate, than the bare defence of trade; the equip- 
ping of fleets, the undertaking important expe- 
ditions, the attempting conſiderable conqueſts, 
and the contending for victory are all of an 
higher and more national import; yet ſurely, 
Sir, they, who ſo largely contribute to theſe great 
purpoſes; they, who turniſh ſo large a propor- 
tion of the public defence and ſupport, are 
entitled to ſome ſmall ſhare of the public pro- 
tection: at leaſt, Sir, they cannot deſerve. the 
mortification of ſeeing their ſailors lie neglected 
in captivity, or taking arms againſt them, and 
aſſiſting the enemy: nor can the Britiſh ſea- 
men deſerve to periſh thus miſerably in jail, 


| loſt to their afflicted and ſtarving families, or 


be reduced by deſpair to the hard neceſſity 
of ſerving the Spaniard againſt their old ma- 
ſters, and againſt their country. And, that 
there is ſcarce a privateer fitted out from Spain, 
but has ſome Engliſh priſoners on board, more 
or leſs, and that this has been the effect of 

| N in- 
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inhuman treatment, and deſpair of their free- 
dom, has been proved by the ſeveral maſters 
of ſhips ſo often referred to already, 

But the barbarous uſage of the Engliſh may 
by ſome be entirely imputed to the character 
and temper of the Spaniards ; that they are a 
cruel enemy, none will diſpute; but, Sir, I 
muſt beg your permiſſion to mention two par- 
ticulars, which will ſet forth what keenneſs 
has been ſhewn on our fide, to make the moſt 
of this ſavage diſpoſition, and to increaſe and 


- ſharpen their native cruelty againſt thoſe un- 


happy ſeamen, who were taken in the ſervice 
of trade, When the intendant of the marine 
at St, Sebaſtian was exaſperated with our de- 
lays and breach of faith, and refus'd to diſ- 
miſs any more of the Engliſh, the armadores, 
or perſons intereſted in the privateers, finding 
the number of priſoners increaſing daily upon 
their hands, whom by their laws they were 
obliged to maintain at their own charge, and 
finding the intendant would ſer no more at 
liberty, diſcourag'd and provok'd at our con- 
duct, which plainly ſhew'd an averſion to ex- 
change priſoners with them, they were at laſt 
under a neceſſity of petitioning their king to 
take the Engliſh into his own cuſtody ; which 
occaſion'd their removal higher up the country 
to Pampelona and Saragoſſa, where, their hard 
uſage increaſing, ſuch numbers were compelled 
to enter into the ſervice of Spain. This miſ- 


fortune may juſtly and ſolely be attributed to 


our own trifling, our wilful delays and breach 
of faith. Another 
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Another cauſe of their inſolent behaviour 
to our captives is of an higher nature; but 
what neceſſarily appears from our evidence, 
and manifeſtly proceeds from our own ma- 
nagement. Every nation, which in time of 
war renders itſelf formidable by the vigour of 
its meaſures, will ſecure a good treatment for 
its captive ſubjects, in proportion as it exerts 
its ſtrength, and puts itſelf into a condition of 
returning and amply revenging any ill uſage 
or cruelty, the enemy may practiſe. You have 
heard from ſeveral maſters of ſhips, who had 

{ a conſiderable time at St. Sebaſtian, how 
caſy they eſteem the attempt of laying that 
town in aſhes, or at leaſt of making its har- 
bour- uſeleſs, only by finking two old fly- 
boats in the entrance, which is narrow and no 
more than four fathom and a half deep at 
low water: You heard from the fame evidence, 
what continual alarms the Spaniards were un- 
der from the appearance of Captain Ambroſe 
off that coaſt with a fingle fifty-gun ſhip; 
that they haled their privateers on ſhore, unrig- 
ged them, forbore putting to ſea for ſix weeks, 
and that the firſt, which went out after his de- 
parture, could procure but little more than half 
her compliment of men ; that one night the 
accidental firing of guns from one of their 
own ſhips in diſtreſs put the governour, the 
gariſon, and the whole town into a general 
conſternation, apprehending deſtruction to be 
at hand with the navy of England. They 


feared, Sir, what we could never hope ; nor 
0 will 
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will I preſume to aſſert, how far it was ever 
practicable to have taken St. Seb ſtian; but 
thus much may be ſafely affirm'd, it was 
always in our power to have increaſed the 
dread, theſe people ſeem ſo naturally to have 
cohceiv'd of us; they might have ſeen for 
once the Engliſn flag flying before their har- 
bour; the bare attempt againſt them, the 
burning a few of their houſes might have 
made fo much advantage of their fears, as to 
have ſecur'd a more humane treatment of our 
priſoners. On the contrary, when they were 
convinc'd of our moderation and forbearance, 
which for two years together had avoided to 
bring upon them thoſe calamities, they dreaded 
fo much, when they perceiv'd their own feats 
to be as vain as the Engliſh hopes, that any 
attempt would be made upon St. Sebaſtian, 
their unchaſtis'd infolence increas'd, as their 
apprehenſions diminiſh'd; and they found them- 
ſelves at leiſure, and in quiet to wanton uncon- 
trol'd in the miſery of their Britiſh captives. 


Sir, upon that head of our petition relat- 
ing to the proper ſtations of cruiſers, it will 
be ſufficient to remind the Committee of the 
many maſters of ſhips, who all concurred in 
declaring, that in their ſeveral voyages they 
had never ſeen one Engliſh man of war upon 
the cruife, though ſome had paſs'd twice, 
ſome fix times, ſome eight, ſome ten times 
during this war in and out of the channel, ſome 
detain'd for many days in the chops of it, 
RIES E while 
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| « while the wind was fair to bring the men of 
1 war out, and the weather moderate; as David 
| Crokat, for inſtance, who, coming from the 
A Havannah in a Spaniſh veſſel, lay beating ſix- 
i teen days together, and Captain Allen twenty- 
*t eight. In fine, they all declar'd, they had 
1 ſcen no Engliſh man of war upon the cruiſe. 
I ſhall therefore proceed to trouble the Com- 
mittee with ſome obſervations on the liſts of 
cruiſers laid before the houſe by the proper 
officers; the firſt. commencing at the declara- 
tion of war, and continued to the end of De- 
.cember 1740: though I ſhall not take up 
much of your time upon this head but ra- 
ther offer my obſervations, as matter of form, 
ſince the papers were admitted in evidence; 
eſpecially as there are ſo many gentlemen 
within the bar more converſant with naval 
affairs, and better qualified than myſelf, - who 
will be able to convince you, that the ſtrong- 
eſt evidence of neglect is contain'd in the ſe- 
veral papers deliver'd in from the admiralty. 
I will firſt beg leave to obſerve, that it was 
eight months from the declaration of war, as 
appears by this liſt, before any ſhip was ſta- 
tion'd off Cape Clare in Ireland, which you 
heard from the ſeveral ſea-faring perſons at 
your bar to be conſider'd as a very important 
ſtation. Sir, the Panther is order'd on the 
-14th of June 1740 to cruiſe thirty or forty 
leagues to the weſtward of Scilly, and ſome- 
times off Cape Clare; that is, Sir, as often as 
the commander could find leiſure out of the 
| Ts twenty- 
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twenty-ſeven days, he continued on that cruiſe. 
Sir, it was nine months from the declaration 
of war before any ſhip was ſtation'd off St, 
Sebaſtian, The next particular, which merits 
your notice in this liſt of cruiſers, is the ex- 
traordinary contrivance to {well the number 
by inſerting with great form veſſels, which 
could be employ'd on no other fervice but im- 
preſſing ; ſuch as were ſtation'd off Leith in 
Scotland, Whitehaven in Cumberland, Lever- 
pool in Lancaſhire, and Yarmouth in Nortolk, 
places where no privateer is ever ſeen. Not, 
Sir, that we complain of impreſſing in general, 
as ſhall be more diſtinctly explained, when I 
come to that head; yet, Sir, to rank theſe 
preſſing veſſels in the ſame liſt with thoſe, who 
are ſuppos'd to be employ'd againſt the ene- 
my's privateers for the defence of trade, is 
ſurely a very unjuſtifiable artifice to ſwell the 
number of cruiſers. There is a ſecond liſt, 
Sir, or rather a continuation of this to De- 
cember 1741. Permit me, Sir, to beſpeak 
your attention to the paper, I have in my hand, 
and be pleaſed to carry the nature of it in 
your thoughts; it is a liſt of ſhips employed 
to cruiſe againſt privateers. I am now come 
to that part, where a powerful fleet, com- 
manded by two admirals, ſuppos'd to be ſeut 
out on the important concerns of three king- 
doms, whoſe expectations were fix'd on ſome 
ſudden and great event, is yet without ſhame 
ſet down in this liſt as cruiſers againſt the 
privateers of a Spaniſh fiſhing-town, Sir, if 

| E 2 this 
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this fleet, conſiſting of no leſs than the victory, 
the royal ſovereign, and other the principal ſhips 
in the Britiſh navy, were really deftio'd to an- 
noy privateers, and for that fingle purpole, as 
appears by this paper, was truſted to ſea in the 
month of November, a ſeaſon when ſhips of 
that ſize were ſcarce ever ſeen upon the ocean 
ſince the being of the royal navy; and if this 
is to be conſider d as an inſtance of concern 
for trade, there is not a merchant, who will 
dare to make the leaſt ſhadow of an acknow- 
ledgement for ſuch a proceedure, unleſs he 
means to forfeit the character of an Engliſh- 
man, Letters have been produc'd in our evi- 
dence, intimating the contempt, which our 
inſolent neighbours, the French, have thrown 
on the conduct of Great Britain. Sir, in what 
manner would this expedition have been treat- 
ed, in what light confider'd by all the nations 
of Europe, as well as by England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, could it have keen foreſeen at 
the time, when our firſt and ſecond- rate men 
of war were fitted out with ſo pompous a 
preparation, and put to ſea with ſuch vaſt ex- 
pectations, that they would have been given in 
at laſt to the Houſe of Commons under 
the title and pretence of cruiſers? I ſay, Sir, 
pretence of cruiſers, for while they were at 
ſea the enemy made the greateſt havock with 
our trade; the loſſes ſuſtain'd in the months of 
September, October and November were the 
firſt foundation of our petition to this Houſe; 
and had the number of hands, requiſite to man 
| one. 
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one firſt-rate ſhip of war been diſtributed a- 
mong ſmaller veſſels, and thoſe properly ſta- 
tion'd, the merchants would have obtain'd all 
the ſecurity, they could deſire, and would 
never have troubled this houſe with the leaſt 
complaint. 

Sir, it further appears by this liſt, that the 
admiralty reckon every ſhip to be out on a 
cruiſe from the time, ſhe is firſt ſent upon 
the ſtation, till ſhe is ordered off ro ſome 
other ſervice, without allowing tor their fre- 
quently quitting their ſtation in the interval, 
and retiring into port. What truſt is to be e- 
poſed in this liſt may be diſcovered by the con- 
duct of the Kingſton, which fail'd from Ply- 


mouth the 26th of February, got ſafe to Corke 


the 14th of March, ſet fail from thence the 3oth, 
and arrived ſafe at Liſbon the 14th of April; 
and this ſhip notwithſtanding is ſet down in 
due form as a cruiſer for ſix weeks in the 
Soundings, The ſecond time the Kingſton 
was out, It appears by the commander's own 
letter to Mr, Corbet of the 24th of September 
laſt, that hereccivedcruifing orders from Captain 
Ambroſe on the 4th of that month, left his 
{tation the 7th, and ſoon after arrived fate to 
Liſbon once more. But as we have been de- 
prived of the evidence, we expected, from the 
Captain's journals, which notwithſtanding the 
order of this houſe have not been laid upon 
the table, it is impoſſible to diſcover, what 
other fallacies may lie conceald in this liſt ; 
though from this tardineſs, I hope, I may 

fairly 
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fairly take the advantage of obſerving, that the 
keeping back the Captain's journals, and other 
material papers, ſo long after they were called 
for, ſeems to be a tacit admiſſion, that they 
contain ſome evidence, which is unwilling to 
ſee the day, and that our accuſations are juſt, 
and well founded. Upon the whole it is evi- 
dent from the face of this liſt, that there 
have ſcarce been more than two ſhips at a 
time cruiſing in the Soundings, and they often 
but for a few days, frequently no more than 
one ſhip, and ſometimes none at all: and that 
the admiralty may not have an excuſe by 
pleading want of knowledge or intelligence, 
permit me, Sir, to remind you of their own 
letter in anſwer to the Duke of Newcaſtle, 
dated the 2 1ſt of May; where it appears, they 
were perfectly acquainted with the fair way, 
the known tract of the homeward- bound 
trade, which they acknowledge to be the 
latitude, where the Spaniſh privateers generally 
cruiſe; and at the ſame time frankly confeſs to 
his Grace, that there had been but one ſhip 
ſtationed there ſince March, which returning 
the beginning of that inſtant May, they had 
cauſed another to fail from Plymouth on the 
ninth to take the place of the former. Whence 
it is plain, that there muſt have been an in- 
terval of ſome days between the departure of 
the firſt from her ſtation, and the arrival of 
the laſt to ſucceed her, that this known tract 
was left without any cruiſer at all, and con- 


ſequently the ſeven privateers, which the 
Duke 
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Duke of Newcaſtle took care to inform the 
board, were watching to intercept the home- 
ward bound trade, were for ſome time left at 
large to make what hayoc they pleaſed. The 
letter concludes with acknowledging the vari- 
ous applications almoſt daily made from every 
branch of trade for protection, but that ſhips 
were really wanting for the many different 
ſervices requir'd. By ſome letters, we have pro- 
duced in evidence, foreigners are ſaid to en- 
quire with aſtoniſhment, what has been done 
with the multitude of ſhips, we have had in 
commiſſion; this letter from the admiralty 
-would perſuade, that there are more ſervices 
than ſhips: but what, and how effectual to 
the public theſe ſervices have proved, that ſo 
few ſhips have been ſpared for the protection 
of trade, is a conſideration for this Houſe, and 
not for me. And I think myſelf bound in 
juſtice further to declare on this head, that 
though we have involved the commanders 
of men of war in the ſame- accuſation with 
their ſuperiors, it is more than probable, that 


"thoſe gentlemen may have much to offer 


in their own juſtification for quitting their 
tations, and frequently going into port. Who 
can tell, what condition the ſhips were 


in, when they were firſt ordered out, whether 
their very proportions and dimenfions might 
not be unfit to abide hard weather; whe- 


ther their compliments of men might not 
have been ſhort or ſickly, and their pro- 


viſions of every kind either defective, or 
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abſolutely bad. We, Sir, could only follow 
the lights, we had; but it reſts with this 
Houſe to condeſcend and take the clue from 
our hands, to make the ſtricteſt enquiry, to 
diſtinguiſh the innocent from the guilty, trace 
every grievance to its true author, and ſee, that 
none ſuffer, either in their character, or other- 
wiſe, but thoſe, who are truely guilty, 


Sir, I now proceed.to the head of convoys ; 
upon which I will firſt remind you of that 
moſt diſtinct and material evidence deliver'd 
by Mr. Wilkinſon, who prov'd, that the Por- 
tugal fleet had been detain'd for near twelve 
months, partly for want of protections, partly 
by the delay of convoys, and laſtly by being 
tack'd to a large fleet of men of war, a cir- 
cumſtance, which might occafion the Joſs of 
two months upon the whole. Some will be 
ready to afcribe this laſt delay to contrary 
winds : Sir, it is well known, the winds were 
not perpetually contrary at that time, and 
there were many opportunities for the Portu- 
gal fleet and its convoy to have got clear of 
the channel, had they not been made part of 
an expedition: and it had been more politic, 
mote beneficial for every intereſt in the king- 
dom, to have ſtopt even an important expe- 
dition by lending men out of his Majeſty's 
ſhips for the uſe of the Portugal fleet, rather 
than by detaining it fo long to have given our 
rivals, the French, ſuch immenſe advantages 
againſt us; who, finding the Portugueſe to be 
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in great want of Engliſh bayes took the op- 
portunity of this fatal delay to flip into the 
market with a manufacture of their own, 
which the Portugueſe were oblig'd to make 
uſe of inſtead of our's. Ignorance, a wretched 
excuſe at all times, cannot be pleaded here; 
the merchants of London in their applications 
for protections and convoys ſet forth their ap- 
prehenſions of an event ſo pernicious to this 
country, in caſe the woollen manufactures of 
France ſhould take place in Portugal : And that 
this was the fatal conſequence of our own 
neglect, is manifeſt by the * repreſentation of 
the factory at Lisbon to Conſul Compton, and 
by his letter to the Duke of Newcaſtle; 
which further ſets forth, that the Engliſh were 
in danger of loſing the benefit of paſſing 
through their hands the ſeveral balances of 
trade due from the Portugueſe to foreign na- 
tions; that during the interval, when no con- 
voy was ſuffer'd to depart from Lisbon for 
fix months together, in order, as was report- 
ed, to chaſtize the inſolence of the merchants, 
the Dutch immediately ſeized the favourable 
occaſion of ſending two men of war to become 
the carriers of gold from Lisbon. That our 
captains of men of war abſented themſelves, 


a 


or avoided fo good a perquiſfite through their 


own inclination, and without poſitive direc- 
tions, is a moſt improbable ſuppoſition ; e- 
ſpecially as one commander has ſhewn ſuch 
particular-fondnefs for a Lisbon voyage, as to 
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have twice quitted his ftation in one year, and 


put the public to the expence of four pounds 


a man per month, while his ſhip lay unem- 


ploy'd a conſiderable time at Lisbon with no 
other view than to procure a freight of gold 
from thence to England. 
Laſtly we have ſhewn, that not only a 
pacquet from Lisbon with fifteen thouſand 
pounds on board has been ſuffer'd to be taken, 
of which there is but one inſtance in the late 
French war, and that this capture was made 
after notice previouſly given by the merchants, 
that ſtronger veſſels ought to be employ'd in 
that ſervice; but to complete our misfortunes, 
the French have now ſet up a pacquet of their 
own between Havre-de-Grace and Lisbon, and 
are conſequently in the way of becoming con- 
3 with the Engliſh in tranſport- 

ing gold from Portugal. But what avail'd re- 
preſentations and warnings of theſe impending 
and national calamities to thoſe, who have 
ſhewn by their actions, that they intended no 
leſs ſhould be the effect of their management? 
The merchants were now moſt completely 
diſtreſs'd ; the favourite plan was now brought 
to perfection; and the French, thoſe faithful 
and diſintereſted friends to Great Britain, were 
at the ſame time oblig'd in a peculiar manner 
by being admitted co-partners with us in our 
Portugal trade; a reward, they well deſerv'd 
for their early and diligent care in procuring 
a cartel in,our behalf from the obſtinate Spa- 


niard. But it reſts with this Houſe not only 


to 
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to redreſs the ſtarving manufacturer, and the 
injured merchant, but to enquire, what bene- 
fit the landed intereſt will receive from this 
conduct, and what has been or can be ob- 
tain'd from France as an equivalent for our 
woollen manufacture. 

The other parts of Mr. Wilkinſon's evi- 
dence relate to the behaviour of a commander, 
who was accus'd by the Portugal merchants of 
taking twenty-ſeven ſhips under his convoy at 
Lisbon, and not bringing one with him to 
England ; the fame gentleman likewiſe men- 
tion'd a fingular circumſtance of the maſter. 
of a ſhip, who having been taken under con- 
voy by another commander and deſerted at 
ſea in twenty-four hours, and being brought 
up to the admiralty by ſeveral merchants in 
order to complain and make his affidavit, was 
there refus'd to be heard or admitted. 

The delay of the Eaſt-India convoy muſt 
have made a due impreſſion on the Committee; 
It will be ſufficient, if J juſt remind you, that 
the convoy did not fail till four months after 
proper application made by the company, and 
notice given, what time the men of war ought 
to reach St, Helena; by which neglect the 
India fleet fail'd from thence without convoy, 
and above a million of Engliſh property was 
left expos d to the enemy. _ 

Mr. Crokat, the Carolina merchant, inform'd 
you, that the commander of the Tartar man 
of war undertook to fee four ſhips ſafe from 
that coaſt ; but within the uſual limits of a 
| | T 2 convoy 
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convoy from thence the . privateers 


found means to make prize of three; by 
which misfortune two thouſand two hundred 
barrels of rice were convey'd to the ſtarving 
inhabitants of St. Auguſtin. 

Before I conclude this head, I muſt beg 
your permiſſion to trouble the Committee with 
a ſhort narration. When the merchants firſt met 
to deliberate on their petition to this Houſe, 
and digeſt the various heads of complaint, the 
name of Captain Ambroſe was dropt in the 
aſſembly, and a general applauſe enſued ; ever 
little reflection and cenfure ſubſided ; and for 
them toſhew, that no future good conduct ſhould 
attone for one paſt error, was univerſally conſi- 
der'd as a proccedure too ſtern for our times, 
and a diſcoura gement to that little virtue, which, 
imbitter'd as we were with ill uſage, we then 
thought exiſted in this country, And no ſmall 
jacritice was made to this gentleman, for out 
of his caſe the merchants could have fram'd a 
very ſtrong article of complaint againſt his ſu- 
periours; but in tendernets to him this ſacrifice 
was made. It is true, Sir, he has been guilty 
of protecting the devoted trade of his country. 
The merchants hope, Sir, that the fame mo— 
tives, which prevailed on them to forget his 
former miſtake, was not the cauſe But I 


tind, I am going too far, and will therefore 
beg leave to conclude this head, with humbly 
aſluring the Committee, that there is not a 
trader in London, who did not feel inexpteſſible 
concern, as ſoon as it was Known, that this 


long- 
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long- forgotten error had again been reviv'd, 
and notwithſtanding the intention and care of 
the merchants to conceal it, had been cruelly 
expoſed to public obſervation once more. 


Sir, I now proceed to the neglects of trade 
on the coaſt of North-America, which have 
ſurely been amply made out by Captain 
Clack, Mr, Crokat the merchant, and that 
multitude of letters, we produced, from the 
moſt conſiderable perſons in thoſe colonies. 
One moſt extraordinary circumſtance ſeems to 
merit your particular attention, When public 
repreſentations had been tranſmitted to the ad- 
miralty, that the Phœnix man of war was 
quite out of repair and wanted a new bottom, 
and conſidering how ill provided thoſe coun- 
tries are ſor the purpoſe, would take up fix 
months to be completely refitted, care was 
taken to order the Tartar, the other remaining 
ſhip, from off that ſtation ; by which ſo conſi- 
derable a colony as South-Carolina, where even 
in times of peace two men of war had been con- 
ſtantly ſtation'd, ſometimes three, or more, 
was now left entirely naked for ſeveral months, 
and expos'd to the enemy's privateers, which 
were then known by information from the 
governour of that colony to infeſt the coaſt in 
$"eat numbers, Sir, there are but two pro- 

able reaſons, which can be aſſign'd for this 
management. It muſt either be conſider'd as 
an inſtance of extending to North-America 
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the favourite plan, I have fo often repeated; 
or elſe muſt have proceeded from another 
motive, which, when I come to mention, 
will fill this aſſembly with indignation and 
horrour. 'This naturally leads to the laſt head 
in our petition, and with the explanation of 
this other motive for calling the Tartar from 
her ſtation at that particular juncture all our 
evidence will be cloſed. 

The laſt head relates to arbitrary impreſſing. 
Sir, it is humbly hoped, the two inſtances, 
we produced, will acquit the merchants of 
intending the leaſt complaint againſt impreſſing 
in general; this they conſider among the num- 
ber of inconveniences, which every member of 
the community is obliged to undergo for the 
advantage of the whole; and under which 
the merchants, though they have been treated 
as aliens, are ready and willing to acquieſce: 
But, Sir, where the law connives at theſe ne- 
ceſſary grievances, and forbears to interfere, 
therE are yet certain methods and regulations 
pointed out by equity and common ſenſe to 
render theſe grievances, as little burdenſome to 
the ſubject as poſſible. It is, Sir, of the moſt un- 
precedented deviations from all rules of juſtice 
and humanity that we complain. To recapi- 
tulate the particulars of an evidence, you have 
heard this very day, would be tedious; I ſhall 
therefore only dwell upon the circumſtances, 
which attended the impreſſing of Mr. Blyde- 
ſtein's men in South- Carolina, as moſt * $2. 

relate 


SL © VF 
related by himſelf at your bar, and confirmed 
by Captain Beſt,who was at that time upon the, 
ſpot. Part of the crew belonging to the Tartar 
entered Mr. Blydeſtein's ſhip, forced open the 
cabin, whither the failors had retreated, fired 
ſeveral vollies of ſmall-ſhot among them, not- 
withſtanding they offered to ſurrender, and in 
the end one of them was killed by Samuel 
Bathurſt, Maſter of the Tartar, who with his 
companions was afterwards brought in guilty 
of wilful murder by the Coroner's inqueſt of 
that province. The Coroner's boat coming to 
the man of war, and demanding the guilty 
perſons by the authority of that officer, ſup- 
ported with an order from the Governour, and 
the Chief-juſtice's warrant, was repelled by 
force, and threatened to be ſunk, in caſe it 
did not ſtand off: It has not appeared by our 
evidence, that a fingle ſhot was fired by the 
merchant's men from the cabin, but whe- 
ther there was, or was not, whether Samuel 
Bathurſt was guilty of the murder or not, is 
of little conſequence in this whole tranſaction ; 
the ſtreſs does not lie there, nor is it, Sir, for 
the death of one man, nor to attack a fingle 
murderer, that the mercantile intereſt of Great- 
Britain has been thus drawn up in array at 
your bar. Whatever may be done by o- 
thers, I will ſuppoſe that Samuel Bathurſt was 
innocent of the murder; the ſtreſs of the 
whole lies here; being found guilty by the 
Coroner's inqueſt he was obliged to take his 
| trial, 
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trial, whether innocent or not, and the pro- 
tefting him by force againſt the Governour's 
order, and the Chief-juſtice's warrant, was 
trampling the civil magiſtrate under foot. 
After this, when the commander of the Tartar 
apprehended, the governour was preparing 
with anger and indignation to ſupport his 
authority by force, he fled from his juriſ- 
diction; and eight months after, when every 
witneſs was abſent, the murderers were ac- 
quitted by a mock-trial before three captains 
of men of war. It was aſked, whether three 
captains compoſe a regular court- martial; 
Sir, it is not material, whether it was regular, 
or not; it is ſufficient, that firſt by protecting 
the guilty perſons againſt the civil magiſtrate, 
and afterwards prefuming to try and acquit 
them by three captains, the military power 
ſet the law at open defiance, and treated the 
King's authority with contempt. And now, 
Sir, I ſubmit to you, whether, excepting the 
general deſign of diſtreſſing trade in every 
ſhape, and in the moſt diſtant parts of the 
world, any other motive as yet appears for or- 
dering the Tartar off her ſtation at that time, 
the conſequence of which was leaving a con- 
fiderable colony entirely defenceleſs, but an 
intention to ſcreen this murder, when the 
murderers were demanded by the civil magi- 
{ſtrate of South-Carolina, were then, and are 
{till liable to take their trial in a court of 
juſtice. | 


This 
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This is the laſt head in our petition, and 
here our evidence concludes. 


Sir, after the many grievances already enu- 
merated to tell the Committee, that the hea- 
vieſt is yet behind, will perhaps awaken their 
aſtoniſhment, and, I humbly hope, beſpeak 
their patience a little longer. The ſubject 
of complaint, I have now to mention, is 
no leſs flagrant in its nature, than if thoſe, who 
! adminiſter juſtice in a neighbouring hall, ſhould 
receive every plaintiff with anger, and reject 
his ſuit with diſdain. However conſiderable, 
however meritorious to the public the mer- 
cantile intereſt of Great Britain may appear at 
this bar, whatever degree of indulgence and 
regard the merchants may have found from 
this great aſſembly, in other places they have 
ſeverely experienc'd, that they were deem'd 
\ unworthy of the public concern: Their com- 
2 plaints have been received with indifference, 
and their misfortunes imbitter'd with inſult 
and ſcorn, Have applications been made ſet- 
ting forth the miſconduct of a commander, 
who deſerted the trade under his convoy, and 
left it expoſed as a prey to the enemy? Did 
any cenſure paſs? Was any redreſs obtain'd? 
What anſwer was return'd but this? hat 
would you have with this captain, would you 
have him turn'd cut, and the maſter of a mer- 
chant-man put into his room? You would 
have all the captains of his Majeſly's fhips turn d 
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cut, and maſters of merchant-men put into 
their place ? Have public repreſentations been 
made from our Northern colonies, that their 
coaſt was neglected and defenceleſs? Was the 


leaſt remedy applied to the evil? Or does it 


appear, that the commanders the moſt notori- 


ouſly guilty of neglect have met with the leaſt 1 


rebuke, or are at all conſider'd in a lefs fa- 
vourable light, than that active, that gallant 
and diſtinguiſh'd officer Captain Ambroſe ? 
Has murder been committed in the arbitrary 
impreſſing of men, the law violated, and the 
civil magiſtrate ſet at defiance ? Was a regular 
complaint prefer'd againſt this proceeding ? 
W hat reparation has there been made? Or in 
what manner has juſtice been ſatisfied ? The 
law underwent a ſecond violation from the 
military power, the murderers were acquitted 
by a mock trial in a court marſhal, who might 
have been condemn'd in a court of juſtice, 
and are at this hour ſtill liable to be tried for 
wilful murder. Have the moſt reaſonable ap- 
plications been made for ſhips to protect the 
trade of theſe Kingdoms? Has any care been 
taken for that purpoſe? One of theſe appli- 
cations was upon a day, when indeed no board 
was fitting : I will not ſay, Sir, how far the 
ſenſe of the board was exprels'd by ſome words 
dropt from one of the commitiioners; nor do 


I believe, that gentleman was aware of the bit- | 


ter meaning convey'd in thoſe words, 1 zs 
your own war, and you muſt take it for your 
pains 
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pains ; no, Sir, I cannot be perſuaded, that he 
ever afhx'd to that phraſe the malignant and 
rancorous idea, with which it was originally 
iſſued, and ſpread through every inferiour chan- 
nel, from that quarter, where it was firſt de- 
termin'd, that trade ſhould be deprived of pro- 
tection, and every hardſhip heap'd upon the 
merchant, till he ſhould be brought to ac- 
knowledge his error, and repent of the war. 
But, Sir, it hath produc'd a contrary effect, 
and IJ am commiſſion'd by the merchants 
humbly to aſſure you, that they and their 
ſailors are ready to facrifice their lives and 
fortunes in ſupport of the moſt vigorous mea- 
ſures, which the wiſdom of this houſe, in 
whom they now repoſe an Implicit confidence, 
ſhall think fit to engage in: Nay, that very 
expreſſion of the merchants war, had it pro- 
ceeded from a friendly voice, 1s a phraſe, they 
would have adopted with joy, and been proud 
to be eſteem'd the authors of a juſt and ne- 
ceſſary war, undertaken to reſtore the freedom 
of navigation, and vindicate the declining ho- 


 nour of their country. Nor even that ſenſe 


of theſe words, which carried detiſion with it, 
is a foundation for their complaint, as it ne- 
ceſſarily affects many and more confiderable 
perſons than themſelves: for I leave this aſ- 
ſembly to judge, how far a phraſe of con- 
tempt upon a war actually in agitation com- 
prehends thoſe, who from the information of 
the merchants deem'd the war juſt and ne- 
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ceſſary, decreed the war, furniſh'd ſupplies for 


it, and are now carrying it on with the unani- 
mous concurrence of every intereſt in the 
kingdom, which means well to the public. 
No, Sir, there is another meaning in theſe 
words, which particularly and folely relates 
to the merchants, a cruel meaning, Sir : for 
had they been told in the moſt explicit terms, 
You have been the occaſion of this war, and 
therefore you and your families are devoted to 
ruin; a free and ſecure navigation ſhall be 
open'd to your enemy in the Britiſh channel 
and ſoundings; your own ſeas, your own 


ſhores ſhall be render'd to you the moſt in- 


ſecure ports of all your navigation ; the un- 
happy failors, who chance to be in your ſer- 
vice, ſhall juſt ſee their country after tedious 
and painful voyages, and then be hurried into 
captivity by the fiſnermen of St. Sebaſtian; 
cartel ſhall be eſtabliſh'd to redeem them "rg 
want and miſery, they belong to you, and are 
therefore unworthy of the public concern ; 
that incon ſiderable place, St. Sebaſtian, ſhall be 
enabled with your ſpoils, to convert its fiſhing- 
barks into ficets of privateers; to complete 
your diſtreſs, the city of Bilbao ſhall be en- 
couraged to take arms againſt you for the firſt 
time ; the ſtrength of the enemy to annoy 
you ſhall increaſe with your ſufferings, and 
both with the duration of the war: Had all 
this been faid, Sir, the collected force of all 
theſe expreſſions together does not imply 
| more 
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more than this ſingle phraſe, I ig your own 
war, and you muſt take it for your pains, whoſe 
cruel meaning has been fo fully and diſtinctly 
explain'd by all thoſe wiltul neglects, and that 
variety of ill-treatment, which our evidence 
have made appear at your bar. To whom 
then could we appeal for relief, but to you, 
the redreſſors of grievances, and guardians of 


the public? Could we have recourſe to thoſe, 


who had treated our misfortunes with indif- 


ference and ſcorn, and who had openly de- 


clar'd themſelves to be a board of execution 
only, and not of order? Upon your pro- 
tection, the Britiſh trade throws itſelf this day; 
the ſailor, the merchant, the manufacturer are 
all ſoliciting your juſtice, imploring your 
powerful interpoſition to ſhield them from 
the malice of their enemies at home, and from 
the artifice of their. foreign rivals, who are 
watching to take advantage of our unredreſs'd 
misfortunes : thouſands of his Majeſty's moſt 
uſeful ſubjects with equal anxiety and ſub- 
miſſion are humbly and earneſtly intreating, 
that you will not ſuffer them to ſink utterly 
in ruin, nor gratify the pernicious views of 
thoſe, who envy them abroad, and of thoſe, 
who hate them at home; that you will take 
their cauſe into your conſideration, that you 
will provide for their future ſecurity by a law, 
that you will humble and puniſh their op- 
preſſors, that you will reſtore diſcipline, infuſe 
new ſpirit and vigour into the adminittration 
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(54) 
of the navy, and by your wiſdom and juſtice 
render the- very thought of injuring the Bri- 
tiſh trade again a terror to all ſucceeding 
times. But the ways and means of accom- 
pliſhing theſe great ends are with all humi- 
lity ſubmitted to the wiſdom of this houſe. 
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COPY of a ReerEsENTATION 
from the Merchants at Lisbon to 
Conſul ComerToN. 


W/jt-Lisbon the 6th Dec. 1740. 
SIX, 


HE Britiſh navigation to this port la- 
bours at preſent under the utmoſt ha- 


zards and difficulty from the number 


of Spaniſh privateers now infeſting the coaſt 


of Portugal, often hovering about the bar of this 


river, but chiefly between the rock and the 


burlings; circumſtances of that dangerous and 
ruinous conſequence, unleſs ſome remedy is 
applied, that we ſhould be altogether wanting 
to ourſelves as merchants, as well as regard- 
leſs of the welfare of our country, ſo deeply 
concern'd in trade, did we not recur to you 
on this occaſion, to deſire your aſſiſtance to- 
wards procuring it. 

We have had the mortification to obſerve 


| within fix weeks paſt no leſs than five prizes 
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(56) 
made, all within fifteen, ſome two leagues of 
the river by two pitiful privateers ; and now we 
are credibly inform'd two more are on the coaſt, 
who will doubtleſs be follow'd by many others, 
when they hear of the ſucceſs of their fel- 
lows. . | 

This may ſeem ſtrange, while we have two 
Engliſh men of war ſtation'd to cruize before 
this bar, the conduct of whoſe commanders 
we will not take upon us to cenſure, bein 
ignorant of their orders, but only obſerve, that 
while one was lately abſent at Gibraltar fix 
weeks to clean, the other being left alone, 
and not cruizing to the northward of the 
rock, was probably the occaſion of the above 
captures; and now being gone on the ſame 
errand, it plainly ſhews, there is not a ſuffi- 
cient guard for the trade, eſpecially whilſt their 
orders are to clean at Gibraltar. 

Under theſe apprehenſions we earneſtly de- 
fire you will pleaſe to recommend this our re- 
28 to his Majeſty's Envoy, the right 

onourable Lord Tyrawley, whoſe laudable 
zeal for the public good will we doubt not pre- 
vail on him to uſe his ſollicitations with yours, 
where it may be proper, that ſome additional 
force of ſhipping may be appointed to clear 
the coaſt, which the ſmaller they are, will be 
the more ſerviceable, but with more extended 
orders; without this, the hazard and loſs will 
be exceſſive, and it will inevitably create great 
clamours at home, But we imagine, as the 
importance oi the Britiſh trade to Lisbon, 1 
wel 
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| ( 57) 
well as the extenſiveneſs of it, is ſo well 
known, that it is hardly poſſible, we ſhall 
want a proportionate protection, when the 
danger is known to be ſo imminent. This will 
increaſe daily from henceforward, as well 
from the late ſucceſs of the privateers, as be- 
cauſe now is the time, that our American ſhips 


come in greater number, and being altogether 


defenceleſs, and likewiſe unacquainted with 


ö the danger, ſuppoſing the coaſt ſufficiently 


guarded, will become an eaſy prey to our ene- 


mies; and if we might be allow'd to enlarge 
our views beyond our immediate protection 
with reſpect to the trade in general, in order 


to prevent the introduction of a great many 


| French, and other commodities, which already 
begin to ſupplant the Britiſh manufactures for 
want of a regular ſupply, we ſhould repre- 


ſent to you in the ſtrongeſt terms the ab- 


2 ſolute neceſſity of likewiſe applying for a con- 


ſtant convoy order'd in ſuch manner, that 
whilſt one is going, another might be coming: 
nothing being more certain, than that cuſtom 
and uſe are the greateſt reaſons, why many 


; commodities of one country are prefer'd to 
thoſe of another, which might otherwiſe ſerve 
as well the ſame purpoſes; and if once theſe 
become faſhionable, the others will ſoon be 
out of date, and forgotten in a ſhort time. 
This being a receiv'd. maxim, and a general 


caſe which always has, and always will 


H happen 
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happen on the like occaſions, we think it de- 


ſerves the greater attention, and ought to be 
a ſubject of the ſtrongeſt repreſentations, as 
touching ourſelves, our country, and our 


-* 
rs & 


poſterity. 


We are, &c. 


Chriſt. Hake and Comp. 
Benj. Bousfield, 
John Sherman, 
Naiſh and Ibbotſon, 
Burdett, Lockwood, and 
_ Hanway, 
Fran. Wood and Comp. 
Jobn and James Watts, 
Jobn Atlee, 
Jobn and WillianS keys, 
Edmonafield, Revell, 
and Furrs, 
Berthon and Garnault, 
William Earle, 
James Rigaud, 
Thomas Skinner, 
James Patton, 
Martins and Stent, 
Browne and Martyn, 
Chaſe and Wilſon, 
Edward and Fohn 
Mayne and Comp. 
Richard and David 
King, 


Beesfield, Thompſon, and 
Watkins, 
Bourcher  Perochou, and 


Comp. 
Groſſett, and 


Legay, 
Ord, 

Burdett, Duckett, and 
H, ardy, 

Darell, Caſamajor, and 
Comp. 

Buller, and Stert, 

Leyborne, Rofeey, and 
Rockliff, 

Steers and Barons, 

Tjaac Correjolles, 

TJaac Hoyard, 

Arbouin and Majendie, 

Simpſon and Feather- 
ſtone, 

John Parminter, 

Wilkinſon and Southern, 

John Paradine. 
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COPY of a Letter from Conſul 
Courrox 20 the Duke of NEW. 
CASTLE. 


Lisbon 7th Jan. 1741. 


M y LoRD, 


HE ſucceſs the Spaniſh privatcers have 
| had upon the coaſt of Portugal this 
winter, makes the merchants apprehend the 
trade to this place in ſo much danger, that few 
or no ſhips can come without running great 
riſque of falling into the hands of the enemy — 
Under theſe apprehenſions, a great number of 
them ſign'd a letter to me, and therein earneſt- 
ty defir'd me to recommend their repreſen- 
tation to my Lord Tyrawley, which I have ac- 
cordmgly done, and his Lordſhip defir'd me 
to aſſure the factory, that he would tranſmit it 
to your Grace by the ſirſt opportunity: there- 
fore I preſume you will receive it by this con- 
veyance. 


* Your Grace will pleaſe to obſerve by their 
repreſentation, That, altho' two men of war 
are order'd to cruize before this bar, that one 
| H 2 i ar 
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( 60 ) 
or other is often abſent from the ſtation upon 
account of cleaning at Gibraltar ; and indeed, 
when they are both here, they ſeldom, or ne- 
ver, cruized to the Northward of the rock : 
conſequently, that was the part for the pri- 
vateers to cruize in, and moſt of the prizes have 
been made between the burlings and the rock, 
— This they think (and I believe with reaſon) 
might eaſily be prevented by ordering a ſmall 
man of war to cruize that way, 


If it were poſſible to have more frequent 
convoys appointed, it certainly will be of great 
benefit to the trade in general, for the French 
begin to introduce ſeveral forts of goods; and, 
if theſe once become faſhionable, it is ta be 
fear'd they will not caſily return to the Britiſh 
manufactures; and it is alſo certain, that other 


advantages would ariſe, if convoys would be 


appointed, as they deſire, that one might be 
going out, as another is coming in—This would 
keep their houſes conſtanily ſupply'd with 
woollen goods, and the men of war home- 
ward bound would carry the treaſure, not only 
what belongs to Great Britain, but to other 
nations, which has hitherto been a good com- 
miſſion to England - But, for want of ſuch 
conveyances of late, the Dutch ſhips have been 
made uſe of; and they are ſo ſenſible of the 
advantage of theſe freights, that the States have 
actually order'd two men of war this way for 
that purpoſe, one is deſign'd to proceed up 
the Streights, and the other is to return to Hol- 
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(61) | 
land, ſoon after they arrive — By this means 


they will get into this buſineſs, which was 
carry'd on entirely by our ſhipping, 


I think it my duty to inform your Grace 
of this, and then am perſuaded, your better 
judgement will find a remedy for the danger, 
the Britiſh trade at preſent labours under. 


Jan, &c. 


CHARLES COMPTON, 


e eh r CRATE , N 
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